Prayers for Our Public Life - Calendar for Prayers
Daily Prayers through Election Day

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21

A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO ARE MARGINALIZED AROUND US

Christ Incarnate, we uplift those who are marginalized in our nation - all those who do
not find protection in the laws of this land. You came to proclaim good news to the
poor, to restore the sight of the blind, and to set the oppressed free. May those on the
margins of our society have a deep and true sense of your love for them. Protect the
least, the lost, and the lonely, we pray, as a mother hen protects her chicks. Grant us
the ability to love our neighbor and to exercise our right to vote with the interests of
the least of these in mind—for we know that what we do for the least among us, we
do also for you. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22

A PRAYER FOR OUR COMMON LIFE

God, our refuge and strength, you have bound us together in a common life. In all our
conversations, help us to speak to one another without hatred or bitterness, to listen
for your voice amid competing claims, and to work together with mutual forbearance
and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23

A PRAYER FOR OUR HEARTS

O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where
anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities
close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists
our thinking, grant healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened,
grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24

A PRAYER FOR OUR LEADERS AND OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Lord God, you call your people to honor those in authority. Help us elect trustworthy
leaders, participate in wise decisions for our common life, and serve our neighbors in
local communities. Bless the leaders of our land, that we may be at peace among
ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our Savior



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25

A PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLE

O God of all, with wonderful diversity of languages and cultures you created all people
in your image. Free us from prejudice and fear, that we may see your face in the faces
of people around the world; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26

A PRAYER FOR THOSE IN TROUBLE OR BEREAVEMENT

Almighty God, your love never fails, and you can turn the shadow of death into
daybreak. Help us to receive your word with believing hearts, so that, confident in
your promises, we may have hope and be lifted out of sorrow into the joy and peace
of your presence; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27

A PRAYER FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son.
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and
hatred that infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds
of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work to accomplish your purposes
on earth; so that, in your good time, every people and nation may serve you in
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28

A PRAYER FOR SOCIETY

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every human heart; that
the barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; and
that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29
A PRAYER OF AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO
O loving God, to turn away from you is to fall, to turn toward you is to rise, and to

stand before you is to abide forever. Grant us, dear God, in all our duties your help; in
all our uncertainties your guidance; in all our dangers your protection; and in all our
sorrows your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30

A PRAYER FOR THE NEGLECTED

Almighty and most merciful God, we call to mind before you all whom it is easy to
forget: those who are homeless, destitute, sick, isolated, and all who have no one to
care for them. May we bring help and healing to those who are broken in body or
spirit, that they may have comfort in sorrow, company in loneliness, and a place of
safety and warmth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31

A PRAYER FOR THE POOR

God of compassion, whose Son became poor for our sake: Help us to see the face of
Christ in those who are poor, and in serving them to serve you. Give us generous
hearts so that those living in poverty may have adequate food, clothing, and shelter.
By your Spirit move us to affirm the dignity of all people and to work for just laws that
protect the most vulnerable in society, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1

A PRAYER OF CATHERINE OF SIENA

Power of the eternal Father, help me. Wisdom of the Son, enlighten the eye of my
understanding. Tender mercy of the Holy Spirit, unite my heart to yourself. Eternal
God, restore health to the sick and life to the dead. Give us a voice, your own voice, to
cry out to you for mercy for the world. You, light, give us light. You, wisdom, give us
wisdom. You, supreme strength, strengthen us. Amen.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2
A PRAYER FOR GOOD GOVERNMENTS
Almighty God, we lift before you all who govern. May those who hold power

understand that it is a trust from you to be used, not for personal glory or profit, but
for the service of the people. Drive from us cynicism, selfishness, and corruption; grant
in your mercy just and honest government; and give us grace to live together in unity
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3

A PRAYER FOR NONVIOLENCE IN OUR COUNTRY

O Good Shepherd, you who gather us as lambs in your arms, carrying us close to your
heart, we long for peace on earth as it is in heaven. In this election season, we ask that
you carry our nation close to your heart. Protect us and guide us into the ways of
peace. We pray specifically against violence at political rallies, polling places, debates,
and other spaces where many are gathered. May we become a nation that turns our
weapons into plowshares, taking on your posture of nonviolence. By the power of
your Spirit, we ask for safety to prevail and that you would lead us into the ways of
your peaceful kingdom. We submit ourselves and this prayer to you, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4

A PRAYER FOR THE CANDIDATES

King of the universe, you who reign over all things, we submit to you our thoughts,
feelings, and frustrations about the candidate we disagree with. May we not look at
them with contempt, and may we be reminded that they, too, are created in your
image. We pray for protection over all political candidates and their families. We
humbly ask, O Lord, that you act in mighty ways in our own hearts. Give us the
humility that is needed to pray for all people, not just those who think or look like us.
Direct, we pray, the next president of the United States with a heart for justice and
truth. Deliver us from poverty, prejudice, and oppression. Regardless of who is elected,
may your will prevail by the power of your Spirit. We ask all these things in your holy
name. Amen.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
A PRAYER FOR THE ACT OF VOTING AND THE ELECTION OUTCOME
Almighty God, prepare our hearts and minds as we head toward voting. We express

gratitude for the right to vote, and we lament the brokenness of our democracy and
voting system—a system that continues to suffer from inequity. Empower us, O Lord,
to make decisions rooted in the ways of Jesus rather than the ways of the world. Give
us wisdom and discernment as we cast our votes with a humble spirit, and let our
voting be an act of prayer. May we be reminded that the candidates we vote for are
not our savior, but you are the bringer of the heavenly kingdom, and our ultimate
hope rests in you. We commend this nation to your care, in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.



