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Everyone is welcome. This means you. 
Welcome to First English Lutheran Church (FELC).  We are a congregation of the Southwestern Texas Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). You are invited to fully participate in a community of 
faith and friendship that gathers for worship, relationship building, personal growth, and service in the 
community and the world. Following the example of Christ, this congregation welcomes you exactly as you 
are. 
 
Worship is at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we encounter God, express our theology, 
define our identity, and are formed and transformed as the people of God. As we are gathered together,  
we receive the Word of God, give thanks, and are sent to be living, active images of divine love.  
 
FELC is committed to the work of racial equity, justice, and advocating for marginalized groups. We welcome 
people in all places on the journey of faith and life. We celebrate differences in age, appearance, economic 
status, ethnic origin, nationality, race, family configuration, marital or relationship status, political leaning, 
religious background, and those who are differently abled physically or mentally. Since 1989, FELC has openly 
welcomed persons of all sexual orientations and gender identities and expressions to full participation in the 
church and society. For more on our welcome and life, visit www.felcaustin.org. 
 
When we gather in the Chapel of the Saints, we gather as the saints of God in prayer, worship, and 
community. We gather with the saints of the past that we remember in various ways: the names engraved on 
the Columbarium, the Cloud of Witnesses mobile hanging in the Chapel containing the names of all who have 
died at FELC since 1936, and the icons displayed on the walls that remind us of people who inspire our faith 
and action today. The icons in the Chapel, by artist Kelly Latimore, are diverse saints, ancient and 
contemporary, and eight more are installed in the hallway outside the north transept entrance. The 
Columbarium consists of separate niches that can hold up to two urns each.  
 
All Gender Restrooms, with infant changing tables, are located in the hallway off of the sanctuary near the 
fellowship hall. Hearing assistance devices are available for the sanctuary, with two options: an earpiece, or a 
hearing loop for those who use hearing aids; please connect with an usher for a hearing assistance device. 
Seat cushions, for use on our wood pews and chairs are available from an usher in the narthex. 

We acknowledge the presence of God’s people living on this land long before European conquest. These  
lands and waters have sustained the Coahuiltecan, Comanche, Jumanos, Lipan Apache, Sana, Tonkawa, and 
other indigenous peoples for thousands of years. Gathering today to worship on ancestral homelands, we 
acknowledge and honor our indigenous sisters, siblings, and brothers who continue to care for the land and 
water and call this land home.  

 A diversity of music is an important part of our witness, including the acoustics of our nave. As we grow our 
music ministry, we embark on a restoration campaign for our valued and aged pipe organ.    

http://www.felcaustin.org
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☩ GATHERING ☩                                             LECTIONARY 32, YEAR C 
 
The Holy Spirit gathers us into community. 
 
The  singing bowl sounds, calling us to focus our attention. 
 

Welcome to Community          
 
If this is one of your first times with First English, please use this QR code.  
We are grateful for the opportunity to connect more.    

 

Breathing Together 
 
The assembly stands, as able. 
 
 

This Sunday we begin a seven-week series called “Out of the Blue” - a time before and during the Advent 
 season in reflective waiting for Christ’s coming into the fullness of life. This is a time for new beginnings.  
We gather for shared imagination around moments of surprise, occasions of awe, and instances of inspira-
tion. We hope to discover together the astonishment of God’s work and God’s purposes among us. The bible 
stories in this series follow the regular lectionary (set of readings) that are offered in most Lutheran, Catholic, 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and United Church of Christ congregations. On November 9 we gather in the theme 
“Beginning at Broken” – broken expectations, changed perspectives, and new life after smaller deaths and 
after bigger ones. 
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Gathering Song                                                                                         Let Your Peace Reign Upon Us 

Confession & Forgiveness of Sin 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is compassion, forgiveness, and healing. 
Blessed be God forever! Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept, inviting self-reflection. 
 

Have mercy, O God, for against you have we have sinned. 
In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away,  
but fill us with your Holy Spirit and overflow your joy within us. Amen. 
 

As far as east is from west, ☩ so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life in Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever! Amen. 
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Kyrie 
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Greeting & Prayer of the Day 
 

The grace, love, and communion of God are with you now.  
And also with you. 
 

O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our 
hearts. Keep in our minds the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a 
faithful life, and bring us to the fullness of joy in Christ’s resurrection; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

☩ WORD ☩          God speaks in scripture, proclamation, song, silence, and prayer, and in each person. 
 
 

<Faith of a Child & Spirit Space                   Children and families are invited to gather near the baptismal font.  

 

Prayer: Thank you, God, for your beautiful world, for Jesus’ love,  
for church friends and family, and for making me, me. Amen. 
 

 
First Reading                                                                                                                             Job 19:23-27a 
 
23 “O that my words were written down!  O that they were inscribed in a book! 
24 O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! 
25 For I know that my vindicator lives and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 
26 and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, 
27a whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 
                                                                                                                       
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Children and families are invited to a Spirit Space in the North Transept, with a rug, floor pillows, and other 
supplies. Children and adults may engage in the worship service and stay together in the Spirit Space. We 
welcome children and the joy and curiosity they offer. 
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The psalm is chanted responsively.  
 

Response                                                                                                                                       Psalm 17:1-9  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Hear a just cause O Lord; give heed | to my cry; 
 listen to my prayer which does not come from | lying lips. 
2 Let my vindication come forth | from your presence; 
 let your eyes be | fixed on justice. 
3 Examine my heart, visit | me by night, 
 melt me down; you will find no impuri- | ty in me. 
4 I have not regarded what | others do; 
 at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways | of the violent.  
5 My footsteps hold fast to your | well-worn path; 
 and my feet | do not slip. 
6 I call upon you O God for you will | answer me; 
 incline your ear to me and | hear my words. 
7 Show me your marvelous | lovingkindness, 
 O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who | rise against them. 
8 Keep me as the apple | of your eye; 
 hide me under the shadow | of your wings, 
9 from the wicked | who assault me, 
    from my deadly enemies | who surround me.  
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Second Reading                                                                                              2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17 
 

1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg 
you, beloved ones, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word 
or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let 
no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first 
and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 The ones who opposes 
and exalts themselves above every so-called god or object of worship, so that they take the 
seat in the temple of God, declaring themself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that I told 
you these things when I was still with you?  
13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, dear one, beloved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 
through belief in the truth. 14 For this purpose he called you through our gospel, so that you 
may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, beloved, stand firm and hold fast 
to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 
16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through 
grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and strengthen them 
in every good work and word. 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The assembly stands to welcome Christ in the gospel. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                            Alleluia 

Based on For All the Saints; music: arr. Michael E. Krentz, b. 1962 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse: Keep me as the apple | of your eye; hide me under the shadow | of your wings.  Psalm 17:8 

The assembly repeats the Alleluias. 
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The gospel is announced. Response:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                                               Luke 20:27-38 
 
27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28 and asked 
him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but 
no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29 Now 
there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the 
second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally 
the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For 
the seven had married her.” 34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry 
and are given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age 
and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, 
they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being 
children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, 
in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him 
all of them are alive.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
This is the gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
The assembly repeats the Alleluias. 
 
 

Sermon 
 
The assembly remains seated to sing. 
 

 

During the hymn and prayer time each week, you are invited to come pray, reflect upon the saint’s icons, 
bring and view pictures and mementos at the Altar of Remembrance, light a candle, write names in the Book 
of the Dead of those who have died in the past twelve months, and give thanks for those interred in the  
Columbarium. The hanging “Cloud of Witnesses” mobile in the Chapel contains the names of those from 
FELC who have died since our founding in 1936. 
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Hymn of the Day                                                                                                          Death Be Never Last  

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession      A prayer list is found on page 19. 

Intercession response: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.   

The assembly stands, as able.   
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Sharing the Peace       

The peace of Christ be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
The assembly returns to their places. 
 

☩MEAL☩                           God feeds and blesses us with the presence of the risen Christ. 

 

Ministry Moment | Global Refuge  
 

Welcome to Communion & Offering 
 
All of life is an offering. God has entrusted us with gifts and abilities, and we’re invited to share them for the 
mission of the church and the care of those in need. Financial gifts may be shared through the offering plate, in 
post mail to the church office, or online at www.felcaustin.org/information/giving. God welcomes generosity. 
 

Offering Music                                                                                          Draw Us in the Spirit’s Teather  
                                                                                       Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936; Music: Harold Friedell, 1905-1958 
 
1 Draw us in the Spirit's tether, 
for when humbly in your name, 
two or three are met together, 
you are in the midst of them; 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Touch we now your garment's hem. 
 
2 As disciples used to gather 
in the name of Christ to sup, 
then with thanks to God the Father 
break the bread and bless the cup, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
So now bind our friendship up. 
 
The assembly stands as bread, wine, and other gifts are presented and prepared for blessing. 
 

The exchange of peace within the gathered community is an ancient Christian practice. Gentle signs of  
reconciliation and love renew and build relationships prior to celebrating the Eucharist at Christ’s table. 

3 All our meals and all our living 
make as sacraments of you, 
that by caring, helping, giving, 
we may be disciples true. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
we will serve with faith anew. 
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Offering Song                                                                                                              Build a Longer Table  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offering Prayer  
 
God, we cherished what we thought belonged only to us: our money and our time and our 
families and our freedom. Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing was a 
treasure we had taken from your open hand. We thought such treasures were ours to earn 
and to own.  
You grow what we give away. So we give you these gifts as a sign of your love and 
faithfulness. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving                                            Sursum Corda music from ELW Holy Communion, Setting 3                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus                                                                                                                        Richard Hillert, 1923-2010  
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the way. 
  
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love.  
In every age you send prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire.  
 
In the fullness of time you sent your servant to proclaim good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people  
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering, therefore, Christ’s death and resurrection,  
we await the day for his return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.  
Come, Lord of Hope! And let the people say Amen. Amen. 
  
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread, cup,  
and blessing with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the people say Amen. Amen. 
  
Join our prayers and praise with your saints, prophets, and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the resurrection, we might live in hope and freedom. 
 

Through Christ, with Christ, ☩ in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor 
is yours, gracious God, in the church and in the world, now and forever. Amen! 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
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Breaking the Bread 
 

We belong to Christ, tied to Jesus in his death and made new in his resurrection. 
And even when we feel unwelcome or unworthy, Jesus brings us to the table where we 
meet the saints and can find new friends. 
We break this bread and take our place at the feast that never ends. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Song of Response                                                                                                      Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to Communion & Blessing   
 
 

 

 

 

God, in Christ, fully welcomes people of every age to this Meal, which is known by many names: the Lord’s 
Supper, Holy Communion, the Mass, the Sacrament, the Eucharist. We encourage you to participate in ways that 
are meaningful for you.  
 

For those participating onsite, ushers will direct you by the center aisle to a station to receive bread in your hand 
for you to eat, then proceed to a station and receive a small cup, where wine will be poured and consumed. 
Gluten-free wafers/ grape juice are available upon request. If you desire not to receive bread or wine, you are 
invited to a station for a prayer of blessing. Return to your seat by a side aisle. We join in prayer, meditation, and 
music.  If you desire communion or a blessing at your place, let an usher or minister know.            
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Communion Music                                                                                           Day by Day | ELW 790 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005 

 Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882  
The assembly remains seated as we offer our thanks.  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Jesus, the world looks different from your table. Here, there are no strangers,  
and grace is never a surprise. Life always thrives in the desert, and a promise never  
shades with doubt. As we rise from this table, our memories of this goodness fade. 
Bring us back every day to your promises: astonish us again. Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩              God sends us in mission and service. 

 

Community Invitations & Announcements    
 

The assembly stands, as able.   
 

Prayer for Courage        
 

Let us pray together. O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths untrodden, through things unknown. Give us faith to go 

out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, 

and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

God’s Blessing                                                                  

As you leave, adjust your expectations to God’s promises. There is friendship after 
loneliness, there is hope after every last breath. There is already life in the desert.  
There is even delight in decline. For we tell the story of new life from the grave; 

the blessing of God, Creator, ☩ Christ, and Comforter, continue with you,  
and those you love, serve, and challenge, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Song                         I Know That My Redeemer Lives | ELW 619 | Stanzas 1, 2, 3, 4, & 8 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt. 

Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793                      
Dismissal to Mission  
 
 

Go in peace and hope to love and serve as Christ. Thanks be to God! 

Hospitality 
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Copyrights 
 
 

Portions of the liturgical text, liturgical music, and hymns are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2026 Augs-
burg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS012815 through March 31, 2026. Biblical texts are from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edi-
tion Bible (NRSVUE) © 1989, 2022 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America; and from the Contemporary English Version (CEV) © 1991, 1992, 1995 by 
American Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved; and from The Message: The Bible in Contem-
porary Language © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, and 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. Annual License w/
Podcasting Renewal, Category B #A-736003 for July 20, 2025 - July 19, 2026. All rights reserved. Out of the 
Blue Offering Prayer, Prayer after Communion, Blessing © 2026 Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission. 
Adapted with permission by Bryan Rust. First English Lutheran Church broadcasts its services and events and 
records them for broadcast via the internet. Your attendance at a service or event constitutes your consent 
to be included in any filming, photographing, audio recording, or broadcast and for any other use in whole or 
in part, including publicity and promotion. If you wish to attend but prefer to avoid being filmed, please par-
ticipate from the back pews on the side aisles. 

☩ Our Worship Has Ended. Our Service Begins ☩ 

Altar of Remembrance  | Ofrenda through November 23 
 

At the feast of All Saints’ we gave thanks and remembered all the saints: past, present, and those 
yet to come. We give thanks that all God’s people, known and unknown, famous and infamous,  
beloved and challenging, are embraced in the fullness of God’s love for eternity. The Altar of  
Remembrance (called an Ofrenda in Mexican cultures to welcome the presence of the souls of the 
dead) remains in the Chapel of the Saints through November 23. Each week you are invited to come 
pray, reflect upon the saint’s icons, bring and view pictures and mementos at the Altar of  
Remembrance, light a candle, write names in the Book of the Dead of those who have died in the 
past twelve months, and give thanks for those interred in the Columbarium. The hanging “Cloud of 
Witnesses” mobile in the Chapel contains the names of all from FELC who have died since our 
founding in 1936.  
 

Chapel of the Saints, Saints Icons, & Columbarium 
 

In 2012 we dedicated the south transept of our nave as the Chapel of the Saints. As part of this 
transformation, we added the Columbarium, a place to inter cremated remains. The Columbarium 
consists of separate niches that can hold up to two urns each. Names are engraved on the stone tile 
in front of the niche. This option for interment is available to all FELC members and family. For more 
information, contact the church office. When we gather in the Chapel of the Saints, we do so as the 
saints of God in prayer, worship, and community. We gather with the saints of the past and we  
remember them in various ways: those interred in the Columbarium, the Cloud of Witnesses  
hanging mobile, and the icons displayed on the walls that also remind us of people who inspire  
our faith and action. The icons of saints are by artist Kelly Latimore. Using FELC memorial funds, we 
purchased and installed sixteen icons in the Chapel and eight more in the hallway outside the north 
transept entrance. They include saints, contemporary and ancient, and from various heritages.   



 
19 

 

Prayer Concerns & Joys 
 

As a community of faith, we pray for: 
 

those responding to & recovering from severe & damaging weather; 
thanksgiving for Henri Atkinson’s continuing healing from breast cancer 
the family & friends of the Rev. Henry Schulte, former bishop of the Southwestern Texas Synod  
     (1990-1994), upon his death;  
Leon Noren, recovering from a leg injury; 
Stan Cravatt & Ann Graham, as Stan continues chemotherapy; 
Emily Schottmann, undergoing cancer treatment;  
Fred & Sonia Ralls Dalbey, friends of Dave & Nancy Neuse, upon Fred’s rapid decline in health; 
 

strength & a spirit of justice for all who have worked & continue to support peacemaking  
     efforts in Gaza and in the world; 
Israeli prisoners & detained Palestinians released; 
people of various faith traditions, & people of goodwill; 
FELC congregation, council, & our mission & ministry; 
benevolence ministry partners Micah 6 Food Ministries, LuMin, Global Refuge, & Casa Marianella,   
     and their leaders;             
the whole church & church leaders throughout the world; 
those who are affected by the United States Government shutdown, especially those who are  
     experiencing concern about a loss of livelihood;  
citizens & leaders of, immigrants, & refugees to the United States; 
places of violence, war, oppression, disaster, conflict & recovery; 
those who advocate for healing, safety, justice, inclusion, & equity;  
all in need of safe shelter, nourishing food, & quality care, & for those who offer it; 
all living with addiction, cancer, grief, & with spiritual, health, & employment needs; 
all who are homebound; 
all in any need & thanksgiving. 
 
 

The FELC Prayer Circle gathers faithfully to offer prayer. Contact: bschutz@sbcglobal.net.  
 
 

mailto:bschutz@sbcglobal.net
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Staff 
Pastor Katie Rode 
512-318-2749 
pastor@felcaustin.org 
Cantor Bryan Rust 
cantor@felcaustin.org  
Church Office Administrator 
Dawn Wetzel 
office@felcaustin.org 
Custodial Care 
Teresa del Aguila & family  
FELC Bookkeeper 
Melissa Kruckenberg 
 

Congregation Council 
President LaRu Woody 
felcpresident@felcaustin.org  
Vice President Leigh Northcutt-Benson 
Secretary Nancy Baden 
Treasurer Joe Cain 
Financial Secretary Gwen Flory 
Elijah Aguirre 
Betsy Appleton 
Paul Barlow 
Charlie Boas   
Margaret Bruesch 
Lillian Martinez-Rodriguez 
Kristin Mondy     
Benjamin Rode  
Mari Ward 

Welcome to First English Lutheran Church 
The mission of First English Lutheran Church is to declare the Word of God and the love of Jesus 

Christ through proclamation, teaching, worship, and a caring ministry to all people.  
Visit felcaustin.org to learn more about the FELC welcome, worship, community life, learning,  

engagement, racial justice, and reconciliation ministries. 
 To subscribe to a weekly email newsletter, contact office@felcaustin.org.  

Team Leaders 
Support Ministry 
Terry Porter 
Worship Ministry 
Trish Karli 
Learning Ministry 
Leigh Northcutt-Benson 
Betsy Appleton  

Leaders in Learning, Liturgy, & Hospitality | Sunday, November 9 
 

Ministers   All the People of God 
Altar Care Server               Margaret Bruesch 
Assisting Minister        Leigh Northcutt-Benson 
Building Open/Close  Leigh Northcutt-Benson, Ben Rode 
Faith Formation  Merrily Porter, Barbara Schutz 
Hospitality   Hospitality Team 
Lector    Monica Lund 
Livestream Minister   JP Northcutt-Benson 
Music Ministers   FELC Choir; Elijah Aguirre, oboe;  
                                                            Oliver Rajamani, percussion; Cantor Bryan Rust 
Presiding & Preaching  Pastor Katie Rode 
Usher            Terry Porter 

mailto:music@felcaustin.org
mailto:felcpresident@felcaustin.org

