
Church in 
the World



Ground Rules

Confidentiality

Assumed Innocence

Opinions = Individuals, Not Whole Communities





What do you know about 
the ELCA Social Statements?

Topics? Process? Reason?



Overview








https://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org/elca-churchwide-assembly-adopts-faith-sexism-and-justice-social-statement/



https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/09/church-society-exploring-elca-social-statements/



Statement vs. Message

























Topics












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









Example & Foundation



















The Death Penalty (1991)















The Death Penalty: In Opposition











The Death Penalty: Commitments











God and Social Institutions











Faith, Sexism, 
and Justice: 

A Call to Action 
(2019)

















Fundamental Teachings:
God desires abundant life for all.

















Analysis of Problem:
Sin subverts human flourishing in many ways.



“Intersectionality refers to the ways in which 

various forms of discrimination and 

oppression, linked to aspects of a person’s 

identity, overlap.” p. 25

“… each person is uniquely created in God’s 

image and … each persons’ identity consists 

of different aspects.” p. 25

Sylvia Duckworth, sylviaduckworth.com



“What the dominant culture affirms affects 

people’s lives.” p. 26

“Legal, social, and religious forces continue 

to curb women’s and girl’s rights and 

prevent them from affirming, celebrating, 

and expressing themselves fully as God’s 

good creatures and flourishing.” p. 27

Sylvia Duckworth, sylviaduckworth.com





Anti-Defamation League, 2016
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/documents/empowering-young-people-the-escalation-of-hate.pdf





The Christian Tradition:
It is both challenge and resource.







Response: Called to
New Commitments and Actions as a Church













Response: Calls for
Actions and Commitments in Society











Human Sexuality: 
Gift & Trust

(2009)

 “… because God’s promises are trustworthy, 

each of us is called in Christian freedom to 

be trustworthy in our relationships with one 

another and to build social institutions and 

practices that create trust.” p. 36

 “Because of the love of the [God], we are a 

people set free for lives of responsibility 

committed to seeking the good of all.” p. 36

 “Seeks to describe the social realities of this 

age and to address them pastorally.” p. 37



2009 Churchwide Assembly
August 17-23, Minneapolis, MN









 a way for people in such publicly 

accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships to serve as rostered 

leaders of this church."





Fundamental 
Teachings: 
Justification









Fundamental 
Teachings: 

Vocation of 
Service









“A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.
A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”



Fundamental Teachings: 
Continuing Creation & 

Social Ethic








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Trust & Human Sexuality















Social Structures & 
Trust: Marriage









Social Structures & 
Trust









Bound Conscience


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Bound Conscience



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
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Social Structures 
& Trust


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
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
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Sexuality & Trust in Relationships 


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Sexuality & Social Responsibility






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Some Resolutions












The Church and 
Criminal Justice: 
Hearing the Cries

(2013)

 “affirms the fundamental principles of the 

U.S. criminal justice system such as due 

process of law and the presumption of legal 

innocence. Yet, this church hears people's 

cries that reflect the current system’s serious 

deficiencies. Drawing from the biblical 

witness to God’s wondrously rich forms of 

love and justice, we are compelled by a 

“holy yearning” to address the need for a 

change in public mindset and for dramatic 

reforms in policies and practices.” p. 1



Marks of the Church













Assessing the System





















Justice and Yearning










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
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Wise Responses of Love

















“The practices of responsive love 

seeking justice means this church also 

must attend to public policy because 

human needs are addressed through 

systems.” p. 31



Paths to Greater Justice:
Positive Trends
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Paths to Greater Justice:
Positive Trends
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Paths to Greater Justice:
Ending Overuse of Incarceration













 between 1980 and 2015, the number of federal prisoners 

serving time for drug offenses soared from about 5,000 to 

92,000” – Pew Research, 2018



Paths to Greater Justice:
Support Needed Reform
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Paths to Greater Justice:
Support Needed Reform
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Paths to Greater Justice:
Support Needed Reform
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Some Resolutions

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Sources/Links
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