FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 18, 2011

God keeps the promise made to David, to give
him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary
that God will give David’s throne to her son
Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting
and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but
she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who
know that Jesus is called king only as he is
executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom,
but with Mary today we hear the news of
what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

WELCOME

Welcome visitors. We welcome people from all walks of life and in all places in the journey of
faith and life. Whether you’re a lifelong Lutheran, a former something else, or a seeker and
questioner looking for more to life and a place to explore, we’re glad you are here. Please fill
out the Worship Attendance and Visitor Information form included with this bulletin. You may
place it in the offering plate, or hand it to an usher or minister. We will only contact you in the
ways you indicate. Thank you.

Please silence your cell phones as you prepare for worship.

Childcare is available for children five years old and under from
9:45 A.M. through 12:15 P.M. Please ask an usher to guide you to the Nursery.

Restrooms are located in the hallway through the double doors to the left of the pulpit.

First English has been a Reconciling in Christ congregation since 1989. We affirm God’s love
for people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. We openly encourage all of our
members to participate fully in the life of the church.

FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
3001 WHITIS AVE + AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705 - 512 -478 -1933
www.felcaustin.org office@felcaustin.org
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PRELUDE Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland

SILENCE
The chime sounds to begin the silence.
The assembly stands when the chime sounds a second time.

PROCESSION Kyrie
The refrain is sung after each petition.
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Llord, havemercy, Christ havemer-cy, Lord have mer cy.

1. For those who wait for peace, that you deliver the nations
from warfare and division, we pray to you, O Lord:

2. For those who wait for healing, that you renew them
in body, mind, and spirit, we pray to you, O Lord:

3. For those who wait for justice, that you bring freedom
and abundance for all, we pray to you, O Lord:

4. For those who wait for mercy, that you send them
your Spirit of forgiveness, we pray to you, O Lord:

5. For those who wait for you, that you fill the world
with your holy presence, we pray to you, O Lord:

GREETING
From the one who was, who is, and who is to come:
Grace and peace be with you all. And also with you.

HYMN #257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

The Advent wreath is lighted during the hymn.
Stanzas 1-2: all; Stanza 3: women; Stanza 4: men;
Stanza 5: women; Stanza 6: organ; Stanza7:all

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

J.S. Bach

With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy,
that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, *the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, | am living in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”

‘But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: *Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? ¢l have not lived in
a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. "Wherever | have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom |
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” ®Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts:
I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;
°and | have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before
you; and | will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. ©And
I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,
"from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel; and | will give you rest from all
your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.
“Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM #234 My Soul Proclaims the Greatness of the Lord
The cantor/choir sings the first two lines. The assembly sings the rest.

SECOND READING Romans 16:25-27

*Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
*but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith — *to
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL

Acclamation

The assembly sings the alleluia, the cantor/choir sings the verse, and the assembly repeats the
alleluia.
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Verse: Here | am, the servant ! of the Lord;*
let it be with me according ! to your word.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 1:26-38

*In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
7to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. *And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” *But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. *The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. *And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
»He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. *He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.” *Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since lam a
virgin?” »The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. *And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. ¥For nothing will be impossible
with God.” *Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Gospel Alleluia is repeated. The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



SERMON
The assembly stands.
HYMN OF THE DAY  #723 Canticle of the Turning

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

During the petition for the sick and others in need, the assembly is invited to read names on the
prayer list aloud and add other names aloud or silently.

At the conclusion of the prayers:

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast
love and faithfulness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CONFESSION

In this Advent season of hopeful waiting and preparation, we are called to repentance.
Let us confess together before God, and without fear, our individual and corporate sin.
All may kneel or sit. Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous and merciful God,

we confess that we have strayed from your ways
and walked our own paths.

We fall asleep to the needs around us,
yet our anxieties jar us awake.

We are bound up in systems

of unrighteousness and injustice.
Restore your people, O God;

renew your creation;

and have mercy on us,

for the sake of Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Listen to what God is saying, speaking peace to those who turn their hearts:

The night is far gone, the day is near. All who have a fearful heart, be strong, do not be afraid!
God comes in + Jesus Christ and forgives your sin. The Spirit of holiness fill you with wisdom
and might, that you may delight in God’s ways. Amen.

The assembly stands.



PEACE

In Jesus Christ, we are reconciled to God and to one another, and so we are at peace.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

After the peace is shared, the assembly is seated.

.
S MEAL
OFFERING I Sing of a Maiden P. Hadley

| sing of a maiden that is makeless, King of all kings, to her son she chose.

He came all so still where his mother was, As dew in April that falleth on the grass.
He came all so still to his mother’s bower, As dew in April that falleth on the flower.
He came all so still where his mother lay, As dew in April that falleth on the spray.
Mother and maiden was never none but she. Well may such a lady God’s mother be.

The assembly stands.

OFFERING SONG
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I Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to  place up-on  vour ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown, They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we  lift in prayer be - fore you,
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We do  not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we're a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho - ly  trea-sure,
Lord, by vyour grace now come to  us, as hum-bly we a - dore you,

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives.
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need

until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is  right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy...
we prgise your name and join their unending hymn:
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God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,

but guided us into the path of love and light.

In every age you sent prophets

to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,

to break bread with the outcast and despised,

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed ...

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,

we await the day when Jesus shall return

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all

the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
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and the glo-1y are yours, now and for-ev - en A - men.

The assembly is seated.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God fills the hungry with good things. Come with joy to the feast.

DISTRIBUTION

Holy Communion will be distributed as we gather at the table. An usher will guide you to come
forward. Please form a semi-circle around the table. To keep a continuous flow, please fill in
after each half of the table has been served and returned. All baptized Christians are invited to
share in the sacrament, including children of communing age who are communing in another
congregation. All those not communing may come forward to receive a blessing. Gluten-free
wadfers and grape juice are available (ask your communion server). If you need communion
brought to you at your pew, please let an usher know.

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION
#265  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
There is No Rose of Such Virtue 15" Century Carol
#261  Asthe Dark Awaits the Dawn




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God for whom we wait, we give you thanks for this meal of life that you have set before us.
May our sharing of this life-giving food, in which you are present even now, nourish our faith,
strengthen us for service, and deepen our hunger for the coming of your reign on earth as in
heaven. Amen.
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BLESSING

Look to God. Do not be afraid. Lift up your voices. The Lord is near!
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN #263 Savior of the Nations, Come

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland J.S. Bach

Music and liturgy Copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32815
Biblical texts from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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PRAYERS

FELC MEMBERS

Ann Hinz, during a time of iliness

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF FELC MEMBERS

In remembrance of Kevin Hawk, a neighborhood friend

Alice & John Robbins, sister-in-law and brother of Mary Robbins, for healing during a difficult time

Emily Schottman & family, friends of Mary Robbins, for Emily’s recovery following a bone marrow
transplant

Karen & Lew, friends of Mary Robbins, for healing of debilitating chemical sensitivities disorder

Kathy, friend of Mary Robbins, for healing after hospitalization from eating disorders

Richard Conkey, uncle of Greg Meier, prayer of thanksgiving for recovery from open heart surgery

Cecile Austin, mother of David Austin, undergoing treatment for heart problems

Link Davidson, visitor to First English, during a difficult time

Kathy Matson & family, friends of Vicar Peder Hinderlie, for healing during a difficult time

David Wicks, son of former FELC Vicars Kathy & Al Wicks, recovering from a very serious accident
in Seattle

Mike Waters, friend of Buddy Lundstedt and LaRu & Fred Woody, seriously ill in Houston

Linda Henderson, friend of Emily Atkinson, during a difficult time

Pat Wilkins, aunt of Greg Meier, recovering from surgery

Bruce Collmann, nephew of Larry Collmann, undergoing treatment for advanced kidney cancer

Carolyn Albert, for healing and peace during medical treatment

Helen Rodriguez, friend of Greg Meier, diagnosed with spinal cancer

Christopher Jordan, nephew of Barbara Wiederaenders’ friend, Gloria Jordan, with stage 4 aggressive
cancer infon spinal cord and other locations

Bill Martin, father of Barbara Wiederaenders’ classmate, during a difficult time with brain cancer

Felix, Kristen & Lauren Bargas, friends of Monica Lund, during a difficult time

Don Larson & family, cousin of Monica Lund; Don is in hospice care

Dennis Burroughs, significant other of Gratia Winship, during a difficult time with health issues

Princetta MacLaren, step-mother of Andy MacLaren, during a difficult time

Michaelie Wiebe, niece of Anne Wiebe, along with her parents and sister, during a difficult time

Gene Steinmeyer, uncle of Jill Essbaum, in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s disease

Greg & Renee Heins & family, friends of Emily Atkinson, during a difficult time

Mindy, Charlotte & James, friends of Monica Lund, for strength, comfort, & healing

Mallie Coker, friend of Katherine Houston, recovering after surgery

Jarett Werley, friend of Chris Billig, during a time of need

Ki Norman, friend of Monica Lund, suffering painful side effects after successful cancer treatment

To add, update or remove prayer requests, please e-mail: office@felcaustin.org; or call: 478-1933.
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

5:30 FAMILY SERVICE
11:00 EUCHARIST
10:30 PRELUDE MusIC FOR CHOIR AND ORGAN

Join us for a beautiful Christmas Eve of music, Scripture, candlelight,
and quiet contemplation of the coming of God in Christ at Christmas.
The 5:30 service includes the children of the church
presenting the Christmas story as told in Luke’s Gospel.

The 11:00 liturgy includes the choir and celebration
of the incarnation of God in Christ with Eucharist.

Sunday, December 25
NO WORSHIP

Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.
We will not have worship services that day.

Sunday, January 1
ONE SERVICE

11:00 A.M.: LESSONS AND CAROLS
New Year’s Day Brunch afterwards

We will have one service at 11:00, allowing all the New Year’s Eve
late night party goers a chance to sleep in a little. Following the
service, we’ll have a New Year’s Day brunch
in the Fellowship Hall.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK

ADVENT CONTEMPLATIVE SIT

WEDNESDAYS AT 12:15 P.M. & 7:00 P.M. — November 30-December 21, In the Transept Chapel
During Advent we have an opportunity to come together in contemplative prayer: A simple service
using Scripture, silence, and poetry to help guide us in our journey through the season. It is offered
twice on each Wednesday, with the same theme at both services. Come and join us for this helpful
spiritual discipline of stillness and contemplation.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

5:30 Family Service and 11:00 Eucharist

10:30 P.M. Prelude Music for Choir and Organ

Join us for a beautiful Christmas Eve of music, Scripture, candlelight, and quiet contemplation of the
coming of God in Christ at Christmas. The 5:30 service includes the children of the church presenting
the Christmas story as told in Luke’s Gospel. The 11:00 liturgy includes the choir and celebration of the
incarnation of God in Christ with Eucharist.

4TH SATURDAY KICKBALL: On Hiatus for December and January

Kickball will be on hiatus for December and January. We’ll hope to resume once the holidays and the
first wave of cold temps pass. Watch Echoes for updates as February approaches. For questions or
info about FELC Kickball, contact Gretchen Olson at gretchenrolson@yahoo.com.

FREEZE NIGHT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Each winter, the Congregational Church of Austin operates a freeze night shelter for street youth in
the University Area. On Thursday nights, during the cold weather season, First English volunteers are
on stand-by to prepare, serve & clean-up a meal at the shelter from about 6:00-8:15 p.m. If you’re
interested in signing up for a Thursday night this winter or would like more information, please
contact Gretchen Olson at 496-8549 or gretchenrolson@yahoo.com. You would be notified by 10 A.m.
on your scheduled Thursday, or more often by the day before, if a freeze night has been declared and
your help is needed that day. Thanks for considering helping in this way!

COMING UP

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 25 - NO WORSHIP

Christmas falls on a Sunday this year. We will not have worship services that day.

Sunday, January 1 — ONE SERVICE 11:00 A.M.: LESSONS AND CAROLS

New Year’s Day Brunch afterwards

New Year’s Day falls on a Sunday. We will have one service at 11:00, allowing all the New Year’s Eve
late night party goers a chance to sleep in a little. Following the service, we’ll have a New Year’s Day
brunch in the Fellowship Hall. Come and celebrate the New Year together at First English!

Women'’s Bible Study Group will meet on Tuesday, December 27 at 11:30 A.Mm. for a luncheon at the
Hyde Park Grill.
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CALENDAR

Sunday, December 18  8:30 A.M. Worship (Sanctuary)
ADVENT 4 9:30 A.M. Green Team (Library)
9:45 A.M. Children’s Sunday School (Fellowship Hall)
9:45 A.M. High School Group (East classroom off Transept Chapel)
9:45 A.M. Adult Sunday School (Parlor)
11:00 A.M. Worship (Sanctuary)
Monday, December 19  9:00 A.M. Monday Ministry (Sanctuary)
7:00 P.M. Congregation Council (Parlor)
Tuesday, December 20  8:00 A.M. Lutheran pastors text study (Library)
NOON Prayer Circle (Library)
1:15 P.M. Prayer Shawl and Winter Cap Ministry (Library)
Wednesday, December 2110:00 A.M. CDC Chapel (Sanctuary)
10:30 A.M. Companions Group (Library)
12:15 P.M. Advent Contemplative Sit (Transept Chapel)
7:00 P.M. Advent Contemplative Sit (Transept Chapel)
7:30 P.M. Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Thursday, December 22
Friday, December 23

Saturday, December 24 9:00 A.M. Austin Central SDA (Sanctuary, Parlor, Library, Fellowship Hall)
CHRISTMAS EVE 5:30 P.M. Christmas Eve Family Worship (Sanctuary)
11:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist (Sanctuary)
Sunday, December 25 NO WORSHIP SERVICE
CHRISTMAS DAY
Monday, December 26 CHURCH OFFICE AND CDC CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
9:00 A.M. Monday Ministry (Sanctuary)
Tuesday, December 27 CDC CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
8:00 AM. Lutheran pastors text study (Library)
11:30 A.M. Women'’s Bible Study Group Lunch (Hyde Park Grill)
NOON Prayer Circle (Library)
7:30 P.M. Heart to Drum with Oliver Rajamani (Transept Chapel)
Wednesday, December 28 CDC CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
10:30 A.M. Companions Group (Library)
7:30 P.M. Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Thursday, December 29 CDC CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Friday, December 30 CDC CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Saturday, December 31  9:00 A.M. Austin Central SDA (Sanctuary, Parlor, Library, Fellowship Hall)

Sunday, January 1 - ONE SERVICE 11:00 A.M.: LESSONS AND CAROLS
New Year’s Day Brunch afterwards
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FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our mission is to proclaim the Word of God and the Love of Jesus Christ to all people

through our ministry of worship, preaching, teaching, and caring.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
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Worship bulletin now available online at www.felcaustin.org under Worship and Music
Check our Web site www.felcaustin.org, where you have 24/7 access to our Google Calendar with the
complete current schedule of activities at First English; links to our Facebook page and Twitter feed, and other information.
Visit Pastor Coffey’s Web site at www.michaelcoffey.org for sermons, blog, and more.
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