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F or our farewell party at our San Antonio 
house, Kathryn and I made a CD mix of 

songs that all had the theme of home. I was 
amazed how quickly we found many songs 
about home in our music collection. It made 
me think about the pull of home in our lives. 
The longing and searching when we have lost 
home. The comfort and security and love 
when we are home. 

 

We have lived at our house in San Antonio for almost 12 
years—longer than I have lived anywhere else. We had our 
11th annual block party in May and enjoyed the company of 
our neighbors. Our boys have never known another place 
they have called home. It’s not easy to leave that behind. 
 

I’ve known many military families that have moved every 2 to 
4 years. They have learned two impressive skills: How to 
quickly connect themselves to a new community, and how to 
let go and move on and enjoy the adventure of finding a new 
home. On the other hand, my next-door neighbor has lived 
there since 1960, raised her children there, and is happy to be 
in one place. Recent tornados and floods have taken away 
many people’s homes, either temporarily or even without 
hope of returning and rebuilding. Losing or leaving home is a 
time of grief and stress. 
 

Some of the songs I found for our party have great lyrics that 
reflect the many facets of what home and leaving home 
means for us: 

Ahh, Home, Let me come Home 
Home is wherever I’m with you  

– Home, Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeroes 
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Home isn’t where it used to be  
Home is anywhere you hang your head 
 – Home Is Anywhere You Hang Your Head, Elvis Costello 
 

Home - is where I want to be 
But I guess I’m already there 
I come home she lifted up her wings 
Guess that this must be the place 
 – This Must Be the Place, Talking Heads 
 

I will die alone and be left there.  
Well I guess I’ll just go home, Oh God knows where. 
Because death is just so full and man so small. 
Well I’m scared of what’s behind and what’s before. 
And there will come a time, you’ll see, with no more tears. 
And love will not break your heart, but dismiss your fears. 
Get over your hill and see what you find there, 
With grace in your heart and flowers in your hair. 
 – After the Storm, Mumford & Sons 

 

From the sentimental longing for home long ago, to the 
journey toward whatever new home awaits us, we know how 
much it means to be home. Home is where you are welcomed. 
Home is where you are loved for who you are, just exactly who 
you are. No wonder when the disciples were fretting about 
Jesus leaving them behind, he reminded them they are already 
home with God wherever they are, and wherever they will be, 
because God’s home is with us. 

FIRST ENGLISH 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Home 

This summer, you’re invited to join other church members for lunch at a nearby restaurant after 
worship each Sunday. Those who wish to go will meet at 11:30 at a pre-selected restaurant listed 
in the bulletin. Each week will be a different place, decided on at the previous week’s gathering. 
For the first Summer Lunch Club, we will meet at Café Express at 35th and Lamar. They have a 
wide variety of choices and lots of tables. So come for worship each summer Sunday at 9:45, 
stay for hospitality time, and head to lunch with your church community! 

 
Summer Contemplative Evening Prayer, Wednesdays from 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
Beginning June 8 

Summer Activities at First English 

Summer Contemplative 
Evening Prayer 

Summer Lunch Club 
Begins June 5 

Visit Pastor Coffey’s Web site at www.michaelcoffey.org 
for sermons, blog, and more. 

http://www.michaelcoffey.org
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From the Faith Formation Coordinator 

J une is here: Vacations from school, Flag Day, and Pentecost! The 
day of fire and the gift of tongues. For me my day of 

confirmation. My brother had prepared me for embarrassment 
(answering a question directly from the Bishop randomly asked the 
confirmands) and pain (Jim told me the slap would hurt)! I can look 
back now with a smile on my face. I was not asked a question and 
the slap was a pat. I was mad at my brother because he had made 
his worry wart sister worry! 

 

The gift of Pentecost has to be the rock that holds our faith together. We are 
given the spirit and strength of character to spread God’s word. Every time I 
commune I am given more fuel for that flame, and I always know I am not alone. 
 

A REMINDER: We will start collecting backpacks and supplies for school starting 
July 1. We will pass out slips of what we need starting June 19.  
  
Master Theo Derick- Northcutt is the mighty little 
four year old who is the student of the month. 
Theo was born to Nikki and Alison on April 29, 2007. 
You can identify Theo by his bright smile, sparkling 
blue eyes and who he is seen with at church. If it 
isn’t one of his mommies then it is cousin JP or his 
grandparents Norvell and Bonnie Northcutt. You 
can tell he is loved and protected by the whole 
family, and that includes his church family. I am 
lucky to have had many conversations with this 
young man. I am impressed with how articulate he 
is. He loves to share his opinions with you. He has 
many and it is heart-warming to listen to how he 
sees the world.  I have so many stories but will 
share only two. The first was on a day we were 
alone. I had found a magnet in the nursery where I decided we would have more 
fun since we were by ourselves. I started looking for things magnetic and became 
very interested. We found everything that you could possibly find that attracted a 
magnet. He was quick too to let me know that paper, erasers and many other 
things were not magnetic because they were not metal! And too because he is 
small he crawled under and around things I could not reach or see. He would 
squeal, “I found another one!” My last story took place a few weeks ago in our 
church kitchen. Theo was beaming with pride, he had just gotten his birthday 
present, a bunk bed! I asked him if he was sleeping on the top bunk and quickly he 
yelled, “yes!” I thought now he could have friends over but he said, no. They were 
his beds! Time will change this I am sure. It is fun knowing Theo, who freely gives 
you his opinion especially if its different than yours. I am looking forward to what 
he will teach me next! 
  

Yours in Christ, 
Henri Atkinson 

Henri Atkinson 

Member News 

 

NEW Member 
Rick Fry, by transfer from ELCA congregation 

FELC Office Hours 
Monday–Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

First English Lutheran Church has been a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation since 1989. We affirm God’s love 
for people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. We encourage all of our members to participate fully. 
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I  once worked with a pastor who had 
entered ordained ministry as a second 

career. We met when she was serving in an 
interim call at a church where I also worked. 
As the end of her time there drew near we 
talked about what was next… 
 

She said she was looking forward to a 
longer-term call, to settling down for awhile. “I’m just tired 
of being in transition,” she said. Then she paused 
thoughtfully and went on, “But, I guess I’ve been saying that 
for years. I suppose life is really just one big transition. Isn’t 
it? ” 
 

Lately, I have been feeling that internal tug-of-war…that 
fidgety unsettled-ness…that cloudy in-between feeling of 
being neither here nor there. I am feeling the pull between 
my life here with you, the life that is waiting back at 
seminary in Chicago, and the life full of unknowns that wait 
beyond that. And, at the same time, my facebook wall is full 
of messages of graduations, marriages, births, new jobs, 
new homes. The school year gives way to summer and the 
rhythm of life shifts. Changes come, and the closets and 
drawers of our hearts and minds get dumped into piles on 
the floor. It’s hard to find the things that used to be right at 
hand. 
 

It is true: we are always in between here and there…always 
in transition…always on a journey, but it seems especially 
noticeable right now. Whether you are experiencing 
transitions of your own, or maybe feeling left behind…or 

Vicar Carolyn Albert 

FROM THE VICAR 

Transitions 

just comfortable…in the same familiar pattern of living while 
others go through times of change, this is a moment when 
we can think about how we live in this ever-transitioning 
world. 
 

We’ve heard before that the early community that followed 
the risen Jesus was simply called “The Way.” It is a name that 
says: we are moving, journeying, changing, being 
transformed by the One whom we follow and in whom we 
live and move and have our being. We are a people in 
transition. 
 

More than that, we are not travelling alone, nor is the 
destination of this journey like the pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow. It is not a place where we will find some 
treasure that we are lacking right now…something we 
need…something to fill some deficiency. That’s not what the 
journey is for. Like Israel in the wilderness—given food and 
water and accompanied by God every moment—we are ever-
journeying, ever transitioning…and yet provided for 
completely. 
 

I find great peace in knowing that my personal transitions are 
all part of the pattern of life, the fabric of this spiritual 
community. Blessings on your transitions and on your 
journeys, fellow travelers. It’s a joy to be on The Way with 
you. 

From the Church Council 

Summary — Submitted by Joe Cain, Council Secretary 

Highlights of the May 16 Council Meeting: 
 
The Pastor reported that his family is all set for the move to 
Austin on Saturday June 4.  All helpers are invited to come 
unload the truck in Austin at 10:00 a.m. 
 

The first “after church lunch” fellowship gathering is 
scheduled for June 5 at Café Express on Lamar Blvd, and 
the summer’s Contemplative Evening Prayer starts June 8 
at 7:oo p.m. 
 

Barbara Schutz reminded the council that the Women’s 
Retreat is approaching, reported that scholarships are 
available for those who may need financial assistance with 
attendance, and invited all women in the congregation to 
attend. 

Find Vicar Carolyn’s blog for sermon manuscripts and general musings at 
http://liveactionliturgy.blogspot.com. 

FINANCIAL DONATIONS 
Thank you for the many memorial gifts 
to Micah 6 in honor of Paul Jensen, 
who was a treasured member of First 
English and a great friend to Micah 6. 

The pantry also benefited from several fundraisers and 
received support from all of the founding churches in 
the spring. However, individual donations tend to 
decrease in the summer. Please consider whether you 
can make a gift to Micah 6 this summer.  
 
Visit the Micah 6 website at http://
www.micah6austin.org/donate.html to learn more. 

i thank You God for most this amazing  
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees  
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes  

(E.E. (Edward Estlin) Cummings (1894-1962), U.S. poet. I thank you god for most this amazing  
(l. 1-4). . . Complete Poems, 1904-1962 [E. E. Cummings]. George J. Firmage, ed. (1991) Liveright.)  

http://liveactionliturgy.blogspot.com


June 1 
10:30 a.m. 
Companions Group (LB) 
12:30 p.m. 
Prime Timers (FH) 
6:00 p.m. 
NUNA Development Committee 
Meeting (FH) 
7:00 p.m. 
Learning Ministry (PL) 

June 8 
10:30 a.m. 
Companions Group (LB) 
5:30 p.m. 
NUNA Membership Meeting (FH)  
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

June 15 
Submission Deadline for 
July Echoes 
10:30 a.m. 
Companions Group (LB) 
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

June 22 
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

June 29 
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

 

June 7 
8:00 a.m. 
Lutheran pastors text study (LB) 
Noon 
Prayer Circle (LB) 
6:00 p.m. 
CDC Board (PL) 

June 14 
8:00 a.m. 
Lutheran pastors text study (LB) 
Noon 
Prayer Circle (LB) 

June 21 
8:00 a.m. 
Lutheran pastors text study (LB) 
Noon 
Prayer Circle (LB) 

June 28 
8:00 a.m. 
Lutheran pastors text study (LB) 
10:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study Group Salad 
Luncheon (PL) 
Noon 
Prayer Circle (LB) 

June 2011 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

June 6 
9:00 a.m. 
Monday Ministry (SY) 

June 13 
9:00 a.m. 
Monday Ministry (SY) 

June 20 
9:00 a.m. 
Monday Ministry (SY) 
7:00 p.m. 
Congregation Council (PL) 

June 27 
9:00 a.m. 
Monday Ministry (SY) 

Location legend 
 

FH = Fellowship Hall 
LB  = Library 
PL  = Parlor 
SY  = Sanctuary 
TC  = Transept Chapel 

Visit First English Lutheran on the Web at www.felcaustin.org for more 
information and the current activity schedule on our Google calendar. 

 

June 5 
9:45 a.m. 
Worship (SY) 
Children’s Sunday School (FH) 
11:30 a.m. 
Summer Lunch Club (Various Venues) 

June 12 
9:45 a.m. 
Worship (SY) 
Children’s Sunday School (FH) 
11:30 a.m. 
Summer Lunch Club (Various Venues) 

June 19 
9:45 a.m. 
Worship (SY) 
Children’s Sunday School (FH) 
11:00 a.m. 
Green Team (LB) 
11:00 a.m. 
Invitation Team (LB) 
11:30 a.m. 
Summer Lunch Club (Various Venues) 

June 26 
FELC Women’s Retreat 
Cedarbrake Retreat Center, Belton 
9:45 a.m. 
Worship (SY) 
Children’s Sunday School (FH) 
11:30 a.m. 
Summer Lunch Club (Various Venues) 

Prayer Circle  
Take a break in your day for some very meaningful group prayer time, most Tuesdays at 
Noon in the church library. For information and special prayer  requests, please call  
Barbara Schutz (328-0587) or Lois Holck (327-8501). Tuesdays at NOON 



FELC Worship Bulletin 
online at felcaustin.org 

under “Worship and Music”  

June 1 
10:30 a.m. 
Companions Group (LB) 
12:30 p.m. 
Prime Timers (FH) 
6:00 p.m. 
NUNA Development Committee 
Meeting (FH) 
7:00 p.m. 
Learning Ministry (PL) 

June 8 
10:30 a.m. 
Companions Group (LB) 
5:30 p.m. 
NUNA Membership Meeting (FH)  
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

June 15 
Submission Deadline for 
July Echoes 
10:30 a.m. 
Companions Group (LB) 
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

June 22 
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

June 29 
7:00 p.m. 
Contemplative Prayer Service (TC) 

June 2 

June 9 
 

June 16 
 

June 23 
 

June 30 

June 3 

June 10 
 

June 17 
6:30 p.m. 
3rd Friday Game & Fellowship Night 
(LB) 

June 24 
FELC Women’s Retreat 
Cedarbrake Retreat Center, Belton 

June 4 
9:00 a.m. 
Austin Central SDA 
(SY, PL, LB: 12:30 p.m. FH) 
9:00 a.m. 
Church Women United Board (FH) 
10:00 a.m. 
Coffey Family Moving Day 

June 11 
7:00 a.m. 
Travis County Elections (FH) 
9:00 a.m. 
Austin Central SDA 
(SY, PL, LB: 12:30 p.m. FH) 

June 18 
9:00 a.m. 
Austin Central SDA 
(SY, PL, LB: 12:30 p.m. FH) 

June 25 
FELC Women’s Retreat 
Cedarbrake Retreat Center, Belton 
9:00 a.m. 
Austin Central SDA 
(SY, PL, LB: 12:30 p.m. FH) 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Visit our Facebook page and become a fan: First English Lutheran Church – Austin, Texas 
 

   Join our Twitter feed and get updates and reminders: FELCAustin   

Take a break in your day for some very meaningful group prayer time, most Tuesdays at 
Noon in the church library. For information and special prayer  requests, please call  
Barbara Schutz (328-0587) or Lois Holck (327-8501). 

FELC E-mail Weekly 

We send out a weekly e-mail with news and information 

about upcoming events. Our goal is to send as few e-mails 

to you as possible. If you are not receiving the E-mail 

Weekly, please let the office know and we will add you to 

the list. You can email office@felcaustin.org. 
 

For everyone on our e-mail list, it is important that you add 

our current address office@felcaustin.org to your e-mail 

address book and check to see if your spam filter is        

putting church e-mail in your junk folder. Several members 

discovered this was happening with e-mail from FELC. 

http://www.felcaustin.org
mailto:office@felcaustin.org
mailto:office@felcaustin.org
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M ost know that I am not just the 
director, but I am also a parent 

here at First English CDC. In honor of 
Teacher Appreciation Week, I thought it 
might be nice to take a moment to chat 
about the staff at our center. Not one to 
usually toot our own horn, I am nothing 
but proud of the unique staff that we 
have. I do not think that we consist of 

your ordinary group of childcare workers. We have a 
great staff with a huge variety of talents and goals. 
 

Most of our staff are at the 
beginning of long careers of 
working with children. They join us 
because they enjoy working with 
children, and they are intelligent, 
with-it and personable. Our staff 
also love to be around each other. 
They hang out quite a bit—happy hours, book clubs, 
movies, etc. They throw each other birthday parties, 
engagement and baby showers and such. 
 

It is great to see that the nurturing environment that we 
create for our children starts with the staff and each 
other. I think it gets translated to the children and the 
families with whom we are lucky enough to spend our 
days.  
 

Many thanks to our staff. As parents, we just couldn’t 
ask for more. 
 

Always a pleasure, 
Teresa 

From the CDC 

Fi r st  E ng l i sh  L ut her an  
Chi ld  De vel o p ment C ente r  

(512) 478-5424 
tkapelle@firstenglishcdc.org  

Teresa Kapelle 
CDC Director 

From Pastor Coffey 

Coffey Family Moving Day 
Saturday, June 4 
 

My family and I will be moving to our new home in Austin on 
Saturday, June 4. Movers will be taking care of the furniture, 
but we will be moving everything else ourselves.  
 

We will need many hands to help unload the moving truck of 
boxes. Please join us for all the moving fun ???!!!!  
I plan to arrive at the house with the moving truck at 10 a.m. 

Our new address is 5808 Back Bay Lane, Austin, 78739. 
This is in Circle C, and the easiest way to get there is to take 
MoPac south to La Crosse Ave, go right on La Crosse, then 
left on Escarpment, and left on Back Bay Lane. 
 

We’ll provide plenty of drinks and lunch time food to feed 
all the hard working volunteers! 

First English Women’s Retreat 

Cedarbrake Retreat Center, Belton 
Join your sisters in Christ for a refreshing, renewing, restful weekend in a beautiful setting. You know you need it, 
and the opportunity to grow closer to the fantastic women of FELC and God will make it all the more worthwhile! 
To register, please e-mail Barbara Schutz at bschutz@sbcglobal.net or call her at (512) 328-0587, and she’ll send you 
a form and further information. Come on! The more the merrier!   

June 24–26, 2011 

New Contact Information for Pastor Coffey 
 

The Coffeys will not have a home phone, but will have 
cell phones. Pastor Coffey’s new cell phone number is 
(512) 487-0956, and Kathryn’s number is (512) 487-0959. 
If you are trying to reach the pastor during office hours, 
please call the church before calling his cell phone. 
 

The pastor’s email address is unchanged: 
pastor@felcaustin.org 

It’s not too late!! 

There is always one moment 
in childhood when the door 
opens and lets the future in. 

Graham Greene (1904-1991), British novelist. 
The Power and the Glory, pt. 1, ch. 1 (1940). 

mailto:pastor@felcaustin.org
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Continue in Prayer for 

Kyle Bailey, grandson of Fred & Janet Owens   
Family of Joe Fisher, father of Evalyn Jurgens’ daughter-

 in-law, Kathy 
LaWanda Bailey, friend of Barbara Wiederaenders 
Gloria North, friend of Barbara Wiederaenders 
Val, friend of Charlotte Gilman 
Anne Wiebe 
Linda Lombard, friend of Greg Meier 
Sandy Meier, mother of Greg Meier 
Veronika S., friend of Greg Meier 
Henry Greathouse, grandson of Merle and Ginna Franke 
Owen Ringness, father of Teresa Tice-Boggs 

Bill Martin, father of Barbara Wiederaenders’ classmate 
OraNell Hassebrock, grandmother of  
 Katherine Ortiz 

CŜƭƛȄ, Kristen & Lauren Bargas, friends of Monica Lund 
Don Larson & Family, cousin of Monica Lund 
Dennis Burroughs, friend of Gratia Winship 
Princetta MacLaren, step-mother of Andy MacLaren 
Michaelie Wiebe, niece of Anne Wiebe 
Gene Steinmeyer, uncle of Jill Essbaum 
James Steinmeyer, uncle of Jill Essbaum 
Greg & Renee Heins & Family, friends of Emily Atkinson 
Mindy, Charlotte & James, friends of Monica Lund 
Mallie Coker, friend of Katherine Houston 
Jarett Werley, friend of Chris Billig 
Ki Norman, friend of Monica Lund 

Easter Fun 
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3001 Whitis Avenue 

Austin, Texas 78705 

Phone: (512) 478-1933 

Fax: (512) 478-5094 

E-mail: office@felcaustin.org 

www.felcaustin.org 

Echoes is a monthly publication 

of First English Evangelical Lutheran 

Church. Founded in 1936, the church 

is located at the corner of Whitis 

Avenue and 30th Street in the North 

University area of Austin. 

Pastor 

Michael Coffey 

Vicar/Intern 

Carolyn Albert 

First English Lutheran Church 

Summer Worship 

9:45 a.m. Worship Service 

Summer Sunday School in the 
Fellowship Hall following the 
Children’s Sermon 

Holy Communion is celebrated 
every Sunday.  

F i r s t  E n g l i s h  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Thank You 
To all those who helped in any way 

to make this year’s Chicken Barbeque 
(without the barbeque part) happen. 

 
ēThose who cooked eggs, potatoes and beans. 
ēThose who assembled potato salad.  
ēThose  who toted chairs and tables in, out or both. 
ēThose who entertained.  
ēThose who built canopies. 
ēThose who cleaned up.  
ēThose who  attended and ATE!!!! 
ēThose who took leftovers home!!!!! 

 
Next year, fourth Sunday in April … NO BURN BAN! 

—Trish Karli 


